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Quiz Night – 28 March 2008

Friday March 28 and two teams representing the Chelmsford French Circle (plus very important additions) were battling against 10 other teams for the title of CTTA quiz night champions.
On my team "The Tortilla Chips", David Jones and my two sons, Thomas and Andrew made short work of identifying pictures of birds and in other rounds David and Jenny Smith demonstrated just how cultured and intelligent they are!
I did the writing...I know what I'm best at!
We paused for a very welcome supper of fish and chips, the raffle was drawn and then the battle recommenced in earnest!
The second half flew by and finally we knew the results...we had come in joint second place.
Maybe next time (later in the autumn) we'll do even better!  Hope to see you there!
Many thanks to Gloria and all those that made the evening such a success. 
Well done!
Backnang Teachers’ Visit
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John Salmon, Tony and Andrew Eagleton recently guided a group of teachers from Backnang round Chelmsford Town Centre.   This visit was part of a 4 day visit to London, Chelmsford and Cambridge.  The visitors were very interested to experience the many differences between Backnang and Chelmsford Town Centres.  Favourites included the cathedral, the shopping opportunities, Backnang Square and the CCTV security system.

My Semester

During the fourth semester of my bachelor business studies at the Berufsakademie Mosback in Germany I had the possibility to do an international semester at an university of my choice.  When I read about the experiences of others and the programmes they attended, the option to do my international studies in Chelmsford immediately caught my eye.

Since I visited Chelmsford before with the Liederkranz Backnang in which my mother is participating in, I never again had a good opportunity to take a closer look at Backnang’s twinning town.  However, me and my family always had a contact to Chelmsford through our good friend Janet Rauch who used to visit Backnang several times before.

So I looked up the Anglia Ruskin University website to get to know about the accommodation and the other things you have to know when you consider moving to a foreign city for nearly half a year.  My feeling was very positive and so I decided to do it.  My semester in Chelmsford took place from January until June 2008 and looking back now I never regret the time there.  It was a perfect opportunity to meet different people, other cultures, get to know Chelmsford better and – hopefully – to improve my English language skills.  Apart from the lively and beautiful city centre, including the many green spaces, I was impressed on how well the river is included and imbedded in the townscape.  A thing I wish for Backnang and its river Murr too.  When I asked our Mayor about this he assured me that they are working on it.  

In fact there are some nice things to do in Chelmsford.  One day all the international students went bowling together and in the evening it is easy to find an unhurried pub or a lively bar.  I also enjoyed longer walks in the park or around the centre.  In conclusion there are mainly three points I like to remember about my time in Chelmsford:

1. The people I met there were all friendly and willing to help if I had questions or a problem (what can occur when you are not used to the country).

2. The weather in England is definitely better than its reputation.

3. I can’t understand why they don’t introduce Lucozade in Germany.

And there might also be a fourth one:  I have to come back some day.

Christian Schwalbe (22), Backnang.
John & Frankie’s Party 

On July 19th we were invited to a joint 65th Surprise Birthday Party for Frankie and John Salmon.

What a wonderful surprise for both of them, their faces lit up with astonishment when they saw their family with friends and neighbours waiting to welcome them at the village hall door.

On entering the hall they were amazed to find it decorated with posters, balloons and a brightly lit disco, also a lovely buffet, which was all arranged by their daughter Kate and son-in-law John.

Friends from different groups they have been involved with over the years attended, including the Chelmsford Swimming Club, Town Twinning, Broomfield Physiotherapy Unit, Lt. Waltham Bell Ringers and many personal friends.  A big surprise fro them was their long term friends Ingrid and Adolf who came all the way from Backnang.

A lovely evening was enjoyed by everyone, meeting friends and dancing to tunes old and new.

The cutting of the birthday cake and singing ‘Happy Birthday’ with a toast wishing them good health brought the party to a close.
Anna Guy
LAZYBONES’ BOOT FAIR
On a very misty morning, Liz, Ray and I got up fairly early to pack our respective cars with a variety of goods - books, kitchenware, glassware, curtains, handbags, shoes, etc. all donated to the twinning cause by members of the Association and friends.

We had chosen the Lazybones’ boot fair at Rettendon as it did not start until 10.00 a.m. – unlike the Boreham boot fair – our last venture, which started at 7.00 a.m. and we had to be on site by 6.30 a.m.  However, in true Town Twinning style we arrived early at 9.30 a.m and queued to take our pitch.  We had to wait half an hour but this went by very quickly as we were able to devour egg and bacon rolls and steaming cups of coffee.

When it was time to take our place, we unloaded all our goods onto Liz’s two trestle tables which spilled over onto the ground.  Trade was brisk with many people attending the event and by noon the place was buzzing.  Unfortunately, only the bees were buzzing round our tables and after two more cups of coffee, a cold drink and a sausage in a roll we decided that we had had enough and packed away our wares.  We did, however, have two empty boxes to take back and a few £10 notes which we decided was better than nothing and, after all, we had had a jolly good day buying things from other people's stalls and enjoying each other’s company.  

We agreed it had been all worthwhile and that we would do it again before the season had finished.  

Gloria Nichols

Joint Twinning Boot Sale Trader
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