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VIELEN DANKE TO

CHELMSFORD-BACKNANG PARTNERSCHAFTSARBEITSKREIS
(Vote of thanks given to the Chelmsford-Backnang Twinning Working Group after the Advent Market)

Zu erst, möchte ich vielen dank sagen für alle die hilfe an diesem wochenende. Es war eine gute Partnerschafts arbeit.

Wenn wir nach Backnang kommen dann kommen wir in eins zu Hause in Deutschland, wo wir immer freundlich empfangen werden.  Sie haben auch das Englishe wetter organiziert.

Morgen, müssen wir zuruck fahren nach England mit einem schweren herzen aber auch einer schweren geld kassette.  Wir haben ein erfolgreiches wochenende gehabt und jetzt können wir wieder tea, marmelade und ingwer 
wein für das nächtes Jahr kaufen.

Wielen dank fur alle unterstutzung und begeistenung für die Partnerschaft und hoffen wir das ihre Partnerschaftsarbeit in Backnang erfolgreich sein wird.

Zwei tousand und zehn is der Zwansiger Gerburtstage der Backnang-Chelmsford Partnerschafts.  Eit neunzehn hundert neunzig haben Backnang und Chelmsford viele progekte gemindsam gemacht, aber nicht so viele wie wir in der zukunft hoffenlich machen kernen.

I wish you all a very Merry Christmas, a Prosperous and Healthy New Year and, most of all, Happy Twinning.
Gloria and the Advent Market Team
La Gourmandise de l’Ard(che 2007

November 2006 arrived and something was wrong.  An outsider, someone who didn’t know me would have found it difficult to understand.  I was about to fly off to South Africa with Kelven and I was not 100% happy!  True, Kelven was on a business visit, but I was about to embark on a fantastic trip - so what was my problem?!

Very simply the trip coincided with the weekend of the Gourmandise in Annonay - an event that has become very much part of our lives in recent years and an event that in spite of the work involved we love!

Having been away for a year I did feel some uncertainty this time.  Would we easily get a stand?  Would it still be easy to transport the goods?  Where would they be stored when they arrived in Annonay?  Those small considerations were apart from the more basic ones such as who would be available to come with us and as Kelven put it, “How about buying the goods and pricing etc. etc. …” - sacr( bleu!!

Our initial concern regarding the possibility of having a stand was brushed aside immediately.  We had been missed the previous year!  Why hadn’t we been there?  Next our thoughts turned to the small problem of the transportation of our pallet to Annonay.  It is at this point that I would like to express our grateful Thanks to Mr Mick McDonagh and the High Chelmer Shopping Precinct who gave us their support and sponsored the transport of the goods to Annonay.

So now there only remained a couple of relatively minor considerations.  Acquiring our goods and finding some willing volunteers to join us in convincing the people of Annonay to once again enjoy the delights of a Chelmsford Christmas, which are of course according to what we were selling the same as the delights of a British Christmas, we just added the Chelmsford touch!

Strictly speaking at the Gourmandise the emphasis is on local produce but that restriction is relaxed for us, as it is for the Germans with their Sausages & Gl(hwein.

When all of the “official” business sorted is when the fun really starts for me and even Kelven began to relax and start to enjoy the preparations.  This year due to a couple of last minute mishaps our party was small; Kelven, Gloria & myself from Town Twinning and Martine & Roy Martin from the French Circle.  After much debate and reflection, (well over a couple of bottles of wine one evening), it was decided what we would be selling and more importantly the quantities of our produce.  These decisions are always a bit of a gamble because the French are fickle!!  A couple of years ago we sold out of almost our entire stock of beer on the first day, this year we accordingly increased the amount of beer we took and were left with some, not a problem as our German friends took it to Backnang for us for our stand at their Christmas Marker two weeks later but it’s always a gamble to get things spot on.  I think though that the reduced sales of beer this year might have had more to do with the freezing temperatures rather than anything else - vin chaud being served in the Caf( du Midi was probably far more tempting than freezing cold beer!!  I digress!!

This year we took Ginger Wine, Beer, Christmas Cakes, Christmas Puddings, Mince Pies, Mincemeat, Marmalade, Tea, Britvic Apple & Mango Juice, Shortbread and of course Christmas Crackers.  The boxes of crackers are obviously the most problematic item to transport as although they are not heavy the boxes are bulky and of course can be easily crushed which would not have looked  too good on our stand, so Kelven drove to Annonay accompanied solely by boxes of crackers.  I have a feeling that if la police had stopped him en route they would have thought he was indeed cracker!!  Oh yes one other item that was sold on our stand was our famous flashing Father Christmas hats, very popular with both children and adults alike.

So all was set.  The produce had been bought, priced and transported to Witham for loading onto a pallet.  It’s always at this point that little doubts begin to creep into my mind.  What if our pallet does not arrive in Annonay on time?  What if it gets as far as Annonay but then our friends at the Mairie don’t collect it?  What if……?!!!

My worries were totally unnecessary.

Friday 16th November, am - the meeting in the Caf( du Midi - a well known rendezvous in the centre of Annonay that is a 2 minutes walk from where the Gourmandise is held.  In attendance - Kelven, Pat, Martine & Roy, our comrade Gloria had not yet arrived in town.  So far so good!  We’d been informed by the Mairie that our pallet had arrived and that the goods would be delivered to our stand that afternoon.  Things were going smoothly - how different from our first experience of having goods delivered to a warehouse in Annonay that was almost impossible to locate!  I remember Kelven & I searching desperately along with our dear friend Simone for our pallet amongst numerous warehouses, conscious only of the fact that it closed for the weekend at midday on the Friday and that if we didn’t locate our goods then the trip would have bee a bit of a waste of time!!  Needless to say we did find it but blood pressure had gone up a degree or two in the process!

The weather was also in our favour.  We’ve been at the Gourmandise in snow, rain, sunshine, mild and cold weather.  This year the whole weekend was bright and dry but absolutely freezing, particularly first thing in the morning.  We’ve learnt some useful tips from the Germans on keeping our feet warm!

By 14.00pm our pallet had been delivered and we were busy erecting our stand.  I think that this year we were in fact one of the first to get going.  Familiar faces were arriving from the Gourmandise team as well as many friends from local shops and bars and of course personal friends that we’ve made through twinning. The cold encouraged us to work speedily and soon our stand looked festive and British with the French connection evidence too.  The flags were flying and Christmas branches added to the scene.  All was ready for us to unpack the boxes and set up the next morning.  Therein lies the only catch of the weekend.  The French do like to come to market early on a Saturday morning and as the saying goes: - The Early Bird Catches the Proverbial Worm or in this case the Early English Woman Catches the French Housewife!  So we all had to get up early but that comes later.  

After the hard work of the afternoon we all felt in need of retiring for un petit vin chaud or in Kelven’s case un crozes, prior to preparing for the evenings festivities.

As the afternoon darkened more and more store holders arrived to set up, local vendors of wine, honey, bread, cheeses, p(t(s, sausages, dried meats, fresh meats chestnuts, olive oil, cakes, chocolate to name but a few of the produce on offer.  The one factor that they all have in common (if they’re French) is that they come from the Ard(che.  Then the Germans and the Italians arrive and even though it had been two years since we’d seen everyone it was the same people that we knew so it was like a big reunion party.  It didn’t take long for Martine & Roy to feel very much part of the group even though it was their first time- such is the ambiance that is created.

That evening the Gourmandise committee laid on a superb meal for all of the “visitors” (those who were not French) in the centre of the square.  Yes it was under canvas and freezing outside but large heaters were provided and a really good atmosphere set the scene for the weekend.  We all mixed together and enjoyed the hospitality of our hosts - ready for “le boulot” the next day.

I have to admit that I was a little spoilt the next morning, Kelven drove off very early to arrange the stand whilst I was permitted a bit more time to get myself organised, which meant amongst other things ensuring adequate warmth - -5 outside at 8am!!!

When I did arrive at our stand it looked totally transformed - it looked brilliant. It was covered with goods and everybody was hard at work - already selling Le Crackers and Le Marmalade. These two items are always sought after by the French housewives on their early morning shopping trips to the market. 

The main feature of that morning and in fact Sunday too was how cold it was, -5 degrees when we started work and it didn’t seem to get much warmer!! Thank goodness for the hot coffee that our friends from Café du Midi bought us over and the vin chaud that we were able to get during the day and not to mention the hot sausages, from our Backnanger friends.

It didn’t take us long to get settled into a pattern. In all there were five of us.  A small group but with the way the stand was laid out this year - it was just right. Two to three behind the stand, someone bringing the customers in, and someone either helping out or wandering around. Martine was brilliant standing outside and gathering the customers in, especially when it came to explaining exactly how to cook a Christmas pudding to those who didn’t have a microwave or what to do with a jar of mincemeat!
Our usual “regulars” arrived early on for their crackers and Christmas cakes, but this year the beer did not start selling quite so early - I think this had more to do with the temperature outside than anything else as it usually goes well even in the mornings.

The atmosphere at the Gourmandise is brilliant and even though we had devised a timetable for everyone to do their shift and then have some free time - the usual thing happened you get caught up in the wonderful atmosphere and liveliness of the occasion.

Amongst the customers there are always our friends that we have made over the years visiting Annonay which is lovely too. We of course see many friends from the various exchanges that have taken part over the years of being twinned with Annonay.

A great friend to Twinning, Amanda, came to help us on the stand which boosted our numbers and helped when we did need a break or a chance to visit a neighbouring stand to taste some of the other delicious produce on sale. When it got really cold there was nothing for it but a trip across the square to the Café du Midi for a grand crème, vin chaud or whatever!  It is funny how whenever you go over there you always seem to meet someone you know in Annonay!
Between 12:30 - 14:00 there is always a bit of a lull in the activity.  Once that had past the square was busier than I think I have ever seen it on a Saturday afternoon and early evening.  It was cold but bright, but the crowds were out. Our best sellers were already running low - luckily Kelven has learned from experience so stocks had been put aside for Sunday otherwise we would not have as much choice on Sunday as Saturday. 

All afternoon we were kept busy and there was very rarely a moment when there was a row of customers around the stand. Even teenagers came around fascinated by our flashing Christmas hats. 

As evening drew in the crowds this year kept coming but we decided to call it a day around 6ish unlike other commercial stands who finished at 7pm. Our supplies are not limitless and wanted a good supply of produce for Sunday. We were already coming to the end of the Christmas cakes and crackers. So the decision was taken to close the stall but it was not exactly easy as customers continued to come up to us.

Saturday night we were all invited to a meal with live music at the theatre club in Annonay. We were tired, with little time to change, usual situation on twinning trips, but it was a superb evening. The food was of course typical of the Ardeche, the wine flowed and the ambiance was brilliant. Nobody would have guessed at first that we had all been hard working all day, but sadly as the evening drew on tiredness did begin to take us all over. During the evening we caught up with lots of other friends from the Twinning Committee and friends from previous exchanges including Alain Dusser and his wife. The group played music from the sixties and we rocked!
Sunday morning was a little less frantic than Saturday.  The French don’t rush up quite so early thank goodness, so we had a little more time to ourselves but it was still 9-9.30am when we were opening up.  Just as cold as the previous day!!

Kelven was there looking every bit the “Real Thing”, with his black hat and red scarf of the region, cigarette in hand a true local!

Trade started off slightly slower on Sunday but once again speeded up as the temperature rose slightly.

Today there was the added attraction of Gloria actually making mince pies to hand out as warm tasters, definitely boosted the sales!  In general the sales of mince pies had been a bit lower this year, I was convinced that this had been due to the fact that they were in blue boxes rather than red, as was the shortbread - less Christmassy??  My theory but sales were slightly down, however we have learned over the years that trying to predict exactly what will sell is impossible!!

During our second day we all took turns to wonder around and sample other goodies.  Kelvin & I of course had to visit not only our German & Italian friends but certain other vendors such as the St. Joseph stand - just to ensure that the standard of our favourite wine was as good as ever.  Luckily Kelven had the car with him so we could buy as well as taste.  Strange though, Kelven disappeared later again from the stand with Martine - he said he just had to show her where it was but I think a lot more tasting went on!

So the day progressed and we were busy and totally in the spirit of the Gourmandise.  Any worries that I had had due to missing a year proved totally unnecessary.  Once you’ve been to the Gourmandise and worked there you really are like part of a family, meeting up like old friends each year.

As the afternoon came to an end the spirit of Twinning continued - our German friends who had come over in a lorry knew that we would be in Backnang in two weeks time for the Christmas market and so offered to transport any excess goods for us and get them delivered safely.  There was not a lot left over but some beer, Christmas puddings and marmalade so we accepted their offer gratefully.

It is always sad as the event draws to an end - so much planning, work and so much apprehension but most of all so much fun!!

As we packed away, the Germans came around with their excess Gl(hwein to keep us going. Then of course at the end when the trestle tables were bare and stacked and the flags and covers stored away the Christmas tree cuttings swept away, there was only one thing for it…….a final visit to the Caf( du Midi!!!  Where everyone congregates to say of course not Good Bye but Au revoir & A l’ann(e procaine!!!! 

Patricia Spratling

Wartime to Webber

Wednesday 21st November, a rather windy and rainy night, saw 13 intrepid explorers trying to find their way to Lopping Hall, High Road, Loughton.  Having safely arrived, we settled ourselves in the bar, moving on a bit later into the main hall, purchased raffle tickets and waited for the show to begin...

and what a show it turned out to be!

We were taken on a musical trip from Wartime to Webber, a well-spoken narrator expertly guiding us on our way and an excellent BSL signer to the right of the stage, to help those with hearing loss.

The songs and dance routines were performed with such enthusiasm it was catching!  Lots of us found ourselves joining in, singing along, tapping our feet and clapping, hopefully in time to the music!

The costumes and scenery had obviously had a good deal of thought put into them, creating some very pleasing and colourful tableaux.

Half way through (after Buddy Holly had done his bit, if I remember rightly) we were treated to a supper of chicken and chips - quickly and efficiently distributed so they could be enjoyed hot - and of course we had time to get another drink to quench the thirst that had built up with all that singing! Three lucky members of our group won raffle prizes - any more and it would have been embarrassing!

The second half was devoted to the music and shows of Andrew Lloyd Webber.  My particular favourite was "Memories" from "Cats"-what a wonderful voice Tamsyn Murray has - although the medley from Joseph came in a close second!

A truly marvellous time was had by all and I would like to take this opportunity to thank Gloria for organising the trip. I for one would definitely go again to see a production by the Loughton Operatic Society, (www.loughtonoperatic.org.uk) and would encourage lots more of you to join

us next time.

You won't regret it!

Judith Way.

LITTLE MISS SUNSHINE

by Ursula Hefter-Hovelborn, Backnang

Our Partnerschaftsverein Backnang-Chelmsford had an interesting film evening recently with "Little Miss Sunshine" in an American-English version with German subtitles.  The idea with subtitles was great, technically just a switch.  It helped most of us to a better understanding.  The story was amicable and many visitors came to see the presentation Patricia Tränkle had organised for us. 

Just now, this weekend, we are suffering under EMMA's furious rain, snow and thunderstorms - stormy lady, she caused a lot of damage in Germany.  But otherwise everything is fine.  Our Committee has got some new members!

At the International Women's Day on March 8th, the Frauenforum Backnang invite their guests to the cinema:  How To Cook Your Life, by Doris Dörrie, a German film maker. Zen-wisdom seems to be very much en vogue, when most other advice and expectations are most liable to fail.  We are all looking forward to catch a good recipe to organise our lives.

So, I'll send my best regards to you and all in the CTTA- Schöne Grüße aus Backnang und vielen Dank für den Newsletter (German word for newsletter!!)

Ursula Hefter-Hövelborn
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