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Annonay 2009

On the spur of the moment I decided to volunteer to join those manning the stand at Annonay in November 2009.  It is good to have an excuse to go to France and stand around in the sunshine and chat to people!

Perhaps it seems strange to anticipate sunshine in November but I believe in being optimistic. The optimism paid off because, although the weather started off dull, it was unseasonably warm and eventually sunny.

It was my first visit to the Gourmandises d’Ardèche and, although it is not a very large event, the crowds were impressive.  Lots of local producers offering wonderful patisseries, cheeses, wines, fruit juices (actually made on the stall), charcuterie and honey products.  There was even a stall where they were showing their baskets, made of thin strips of pine.  Modern technology was present in the shape of a large screen showing the production of goats’ cheese.  The towns twinned with Annonay, Backnang, Barges and, of course, Chelmsford had their stalls too.

People in the town were very friendly and many I spoke to were actually born and bred in Annonay and had great enthusiasm for their town and their region.  We all make the occasional gaffe when speaking a foreign language and I am no exception.  Whilst trying to encourage one man to try a freshly baked apple I said “Allez-vous en, Monsieur” and then quickly realised that what I had actually said translates into English as “Get lost”, rather than the “Go on then” that I had intended.  I corrected myself in the nick of time and we both laughed a lot.

I would strongly recommend the event to others wishing to spend a weekend at a relaxed and happy event in France. Go and help on the stall and you will have fun!
Linda Pargeter
Essex and Suffolk Joint Twinning Congress

The annual meeting of the Joint Twinning Congress was held recently in Rivenhall End at the invitation of  the Witham and Braintree Twinning Associations.  Traute Priestley, Elaine Oddie and Janet Smith represented the CTTA and took the opportunity to hear from other twinning groups in the area and to share ideas and mull over mutual problems.

Several of the associations present had recently celebrated anniversaries of long-standing twinning links, notably Colchester (40 years), Great Waltham and Epping (both 30 years) and Halstead (25 years).   Chelmsford is a comparative youngster amid this august company but in June 2010 will of course be celebrating 20 years of twinning with Backnang and 10 years with Annonay. 

In order for town twinning to keep up the momentum, it is vital to attract younger members and this was seen to be a constant problem by most of the associations present.  A bright ray of hope was provided by Bob Pulman from the New Rickstones Academy in Witham and he gave an excellent presentation which showed what can be achieved with a little imagination and a lot of enthusiasm.  The academy was given valuable assistance by Witham Twinning Association and this resulted in a strong link with the Gesamtschule in Waldbröl, Witham's twin town in Germany.   An International Conference was held at the academy in June this year and links have been set up to involve students from both schools in sport, IT and work experience.  In January 2010 a group of students from Witham will take part in work placements in Germany and the academy's twinning link has gone from strength to strength, ensuring that a new generation of students will benefit from twinning exchanges.

The members at the Congress had plenty of ideas for making the most of their anniversary celebrations and all were a testament to the growth of town twinning in our local communities.  Our CTTA representatives are always looking for fresh ideas for our own fund-raising activities and the Congress is fertile ground for this.  Halstead has a successful 100 Club and also held a very profitable Race Night;  Epping runs language courses which are a great social event and Great Waltham produced a very attractive canvas shopping bag to mark their 30th anniversary.  The contact that the associations have with their local council is variable but several councils came up with offers of financial help for special events to mark twinning anniversaries - a case, maybe, of  'ask and it shall be given'.

Gloria Nichols has been the Co-ordinator of the Congress for the past three years and she volunteered to take on another year.  Gloria spoke again of the need to keep young people interested - they may be used to world travel these days but there is no substitute for staying with families and being able to experience the different culture and language at first hand.

An added problem in the foreseeable future will be the extended government regulations for working with children and it was agreed that a conference would be held early in 2010 to discuss this topic and the potential problems raised.

The Congress closed after a very fruitful and entertaining morning and was followed by a good buffet lunch provided by the hosting associations,  The next Congress will take place in Hadleigh, Suffolk in October 2010, when Chelmsford will have the chance to report on a very eventful summer for the CTTA.

APPEAL

Annonay is looking for a supply of English videos and books suitable for children between the ages of 3-6 years.

If anyone has any to dispose of please deliver to either Liz or Gloria.

Comité de Jumelage Annonay

40th Anniversary Celebrations

A weekend of friendship, surprises and festivities awaited four members of the CTTA who were able to go to our twin town of Annonay to join the celebrations for 40 years of their Twinning Committee, since it’s inauguration soon after Annonay and Backnang were twinned.  Delegations from Chelmsford, twinned in 1999, Barge, Italy and Backnang were invited to share the celebrations.  Sadly, with the Chelmsford Mayor newly in office, no civic delegation was possible at this time.

Gloria Nichols, as Chairman of the CTTA, spoke on behalf of Chelmsford at the official reception and gave greetings from the Mayor, Tony Sach.  To her credit, Gloria began and ended with sentences in French, which she could not extend for her full address of greetings, reminiscences of visits and good wishes for the continuing fulfilment of all the benefits possible through twinning interchanges – schools, groups, sports clubs, families and individuals.

To accept our twin towns, to host visitors, gives a very different experience to staying in hotels.  On Friday evening there was a choir concert.  Children and adults choirs from Annonay and a male voice choir from Barge, before short, beautifully recorded films were shown.

During Saturday much fun was had with some ‘sporting challenges’ which we expected to watch but found, to our surprise, involved our participation.  There were variations on themes of archery, boules, cycling, golf, leather-working and a quiz on paper.  Against the teams who could enter from all the groups represented, we were not winners, not even placed, but we tried!

After a service on Sunday morning, groups had a day for their own activities, before the final event, a banquet for nearly 200 guests which indeed lasted for several hours, with table placings pre-planned to ensure that we would all meet new friends, each table a mixture of languages.

Monday for us was a day still in Annonay with our respective hosts, before the return by minibus to Lyons airport and our return home.

We received various requests for groups who would like to link with Chelmsford.  Are there families here who would like to have a weekend in Annonay, (perhaps even at the annual celebration in early June of the first hot air balloon ascent) and then who would in turn host here?  The Golf Club St Clair, Annonay would be delighted to, if a Chelmsford Club would consider an exchange or even a three-way event with Chelmsford/Backnang/Annonay participation.  A choir would also love to visit Chelmsford and to then host their return visit to Annonay.  We have the contact details for these groups and CTTA will help so far as we can in establishing contact.

Janet Rauch
GERMAN CIRCLE VISIT TO BACKNANG

16TH – 21ST April 2009
After flying direct from Stansted on the morning German Wings flight to Stuttgart, the group of 16 arrived in Backnang around midday.  After a short welcome at the Volkshochschule everyone left to spend the rest of the day with their hosts, in many cases old friends and in some instances new acquaintances.  

On Friday we met to travel by car to Spiegelberg, for a day organised by our hosts.  Undeterred by heavy rain we set out on the planned walk in the countryside after which we enjoyed a genuine Schwabische meal in a local pub.  In the afternoon we were taken on a tour of the glass factory and then to the church, which boasts the most amazing thought provoking tapestry, where we were treated to traditional Kaffee and Kuchen.

Saturday morning saw us out and about in Backnang, once more braving the rain!  A trail of clues took us around all the sites of Backnang before ending up in the pub for lunch.   The rest of the week-end was spent with hosts, with individual visits to places such as Ludwigsburg, Schwabische Hall, Tubingen and the Black Forest (in beautiful sunshine!).

Monday was another planned day, travelling by train to Marbach for a guided tour before going on to Ludwigsburg to spend the afternoon exploring on our own.  If was then back to Klein Aspach for the social evening, which allowed everyone to get together to enjoy a meal, a few drinks and the traditional ‘entertainment’ provided by both groups,  (the Chelmsford contribution to which was a ‘Music Hall’ medley of Cockney songs!) 
After leaving Backnang in the morning, most of Tuesday was spent in Stuttgart  before flying  home in the evening.

This is an exchange visit between the German Circle and the Volkshochschule and next year it will be the turn of the Backnangers to visit Chelmsford in the week following Easter. 

